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          Free Membership - Access to more than just media

          Families and school personnel (including those in training) who have at least one student with a disability can sign up for free membership. 
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              Accessible Media

              Standards-aligned videos with high-quality captions and audio description.
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              Teaching Tools

              Create lessons and assign videos to managed Student Accounts.
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              Training Videos

              Educator and sign language training videos for school personnel and families.
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            Learning Center

            Find resources for providing equal access in the classroom, making
            media accessible, and maximizing your use of DCMP's free services.


            Visit Learning Center
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              Accessibility Information

              DCMP's Learning Center provides hundreds of articles on topics such as remote learning, transition, blindness, ASL, topic playlists, and topics for parents.

              See All
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              Accessibility Guidelines

              DCMP offers the only guidelines developed for captioning and describing educational media, used worldwide.


              Captioning Key
              

              Description Key
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              Help Center

              Learn how to apply for membership, find and view accessible media, and use DCMP’s teaching tools.


              Help Center
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          Continuing Education and Professional Development

          DCMP offers several online courses, including many that offer RID and ACVREP credit.  Courses for students are also available.


          See All eLearning Resources
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              QuickClasses

              Asynchronous, online classes for professionals working with students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, low vision, or deaf-blind.

              See QuickClasses
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              Workshops

              For interpreters, audio describers, parents, and educators working with students who are hard of hearing, low vision, and deaf-blind.

              See Workshops
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              Modules

              Modules are self-paced, online trainings designed for professionals, open to eLearners and full members.

              See Modules
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              Students

              These self-paced, online learning modules cover the topics of transition, note-taking, and learning about audio description.


              
                See Student Courses
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          Make your educational content accessible and broadly available.

          DCMP can add captions, audio description, and sign language interpretation to your educational videos and E/I programming.


          Learn More
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              Accessibility

              Captions are essential for viewers who are deaf and hard of hearing, and audio description makes visual content accessible for the blind and visually impaired.
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              Distribution

              DCMP can ensure that your content is always accessible and always available to children
              with disabilities through our secure streaming platforms.
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          Meet our partners

          DCMP partners with top creators and distributors of educational content. Take a look
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        About the Described and Captioned Media Program

        The DCMP provides services designed to support and improve the academic
        achievement of students with disabilities.  We partner with top educational
        and television content creators and distributors to make media accessible and available
        to these students.


        Contact Us
      


      

        

          
            Services

            	Captioning, audio description, and ASL services
	Professional training for school personnel
	Distribution of fully accessible streaming media


          


          
            Projects

            	Media Center
	Television Access
	We Describe the World
	YouTube Audio Description


          


          
            Privacy and TOS

            	Privacy Statement
	Terms of Service
	Accessibility Policy


            Mission and Funding

            	Read More
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			Child Abuse and Neglect: CA/N



				By Harold Johnson


			Introduction


Stories of child abuse and neglect (CA/N) represent a horrific reality that
is difficult to comprehend, much less accept. Unfortunately, such
difficulty does not stop people like the Wisconsin "Predator Priest" from
abusing over 200 boys at the St. John's School for the Deaf. In reality, the
best available research indicates that CA/N is experienced by children
with disabilities at a rate that is three times that experienced by their
nondisabled peers (Sullivan & Knutson, 2000). CA/N destroys lives,
devastates families, and damages organizations.


[image: A young boy leans against a wall. His brow is knitted and he stares into the distance.]

Accept and Recognize



Communication is the key to stopping this destruction; it is a key that will not only protect your children from
CA/N, it will also enhance their learning and language skills. Through the simple acts of



		accepting the fact that our children are at significant risk for CA/N
	becoming informed regarding the signs of CA/N
	observing, understanding, and responding to our children through
open and frequent conversations
	trusting our "gut" when something does not feel right
	asking for advice when we are unsure of what to do





we can reduce the incidence and impact of CA/N. Sounds simple, but it's not.
Simply thinking about CA/N feels creepy. Admitting that our children are at
increased risk feels like it somehow increases their risk. Talking to anyone—
much less our own children—about predators, unsafe situations, or selfprotection
strategies can make us feel very uncomfortable, especially since this
type of abuse and exploitation are beyond what most of us could even imagine
doing to anyone.
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Protect


But just because we can't imagine ever hurting another person in this way doesn't mean no one else can. You
can help protect our children from experiencing CA/N by



		Watching a 4-minute, captioned music video that portrays the realities of CA/N:


        Collin Raye's "Eleventh Commandment" music video

        
	Becoming informed regarding the behaviors that are exhibited by children who are experiencing CA/N:


        The Child Welfare Information Gateway, Recognizing Child Abuse and Neglect:
Signs and Symptoms, contains a two-page checklist of observable behaviors

        
	Having daily conversations with your children/students about what they are doing, who they are with, and how they are feeling; then listen to your gut when something does not feel right, and when it feels wrong, seek advice:


        Call the ChildHelp hotline at 1-800-4-A-CHILD to talk with a counseling professional who will help you
better understand the information you are getting from your child. Hotline professionals are
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. There is no cost for the call, and all information is kept
confidential. If, as a result of the call, you remain concerned, you will be given information regarding
how you can act to protect the child.



Note: A "Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children Helpline" has been established at 1-800-222-4453. 

        







Follow Through
     

The three above tasks sound "doable," yet research would predict that you will not follow through with the three requested tasks. The reasons you may fail to act are as follows:



	You do not believe that CA/N is a significant problem
	ou are uncertain how to recognize or report possible incidences of CA/N
	You are afraid of the possible consequences (for yourself and for the child) of
reporting your CA/N concerns
	You do not think anything will happen if you do share your concerns
	You think that someone else will do what needs to be done



		(Alvarex, Kenny, Donohue, & Carpin, 2004; Bonner, & Hensley, 1997; Kenny, 2001, 2004)




What you may not realize is that individuals who abuse our children are "counting" on you not to act. In order to increase the likelihood of their success, abusers carefully select which children to abuse. Children who are lonely, have poor self-esteem, and, most importantly, do not have frequent and open communication with their parents, are selected for abuse. This fact is reinforced by Amy Hammel-Zabin (2003) in her text entitled
  Conversations With a Pedophile when she states, "If the pedophile picks up the message that your children can go home and communicate, the pedophile will back off. Those kids are the safest kids in the world" (p. 231).

  
Act


[image: Hands and Voices]

You are not alone in your fears, concerns, and need for support. Three years ago the Hands & Voices (H&V) parent organization recognized parents' and professionals' need for help in protecting their children from CA/N. H&V acted by establishing a Colorado-based group of parents, who, in collaboration with Harold Johnson at MSU, have been gathering information, trying out strategies, and finding resources to protect our
children. Recently, the Association of College Educators of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the Convention of American Instructors of the Deaf have joined in this effort. Additional agencies and organizations (e.g., ASDC, CEASD, AG Bell, EHDI, NAD, RID, and CIT) are being asked to join this
effort to protect our children from CA/N. (Note: If you are a member of these organizations, please ask them to join in this effort.) You can find all
of the resources that have been gathered on this topic by going to the Deaf Education Community of Learners Concerning Child Abuse & Neglect wiki.


Conclusion


Our children are at significant risk for CA/N. We can reduce that risk through daily conversations with our children. During those conversations we will use our ability to observe, understand, and respond to not only protect our children, but also enhance their learning and language skills. The choice is ours. Will you act to protect our children from CA/N?
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				The Described and Captioned Media Program is the nation’s leading source of accessible educational videos. Families and school personnel with at least one early learner—Grade 12 student with a disability can register for free access to thousands of videos. DCMP also provides media accessibility information, guidelines for captioning and describing media, and eLearning resources for professional development.
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