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          Free Membership - Access to more than just media

          Families and school personnel (including those in training) who have at least one student with a disability can sign up for free membership. 
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              Accessible Media

              Standards-aligned videos with high-quality captions and audio description.
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              Teaching Tools

              Create lessons and assign videos to managed Student Accounts.
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              Training Videos

              Educator and sign language training videos for school personnel and families.
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            Learning Center

            Find resources for providing equal access in the classroom, making
            media accessible, and maximizing your use of DCMP's free services.


            Visit Learning Center
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              Accessibility Information

              DCMP's Learning Center provides hundreds of articles on topics such as remote learning, transition, blindness, ASL, topic playlists, and topics for parents.

              See All
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              Accessibility Guidelines

              DCMP offers the only guidelines developed for captioning and describing educational media, used worldwide.


              Captioning Key
              

              Description Key
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              Help Center

              Learn how to apply for membership, find and view accessible media, and use DCMP’s teaching tools.
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      eLearning 
   


   

      
        
          Continuing Education and Professional Development

          DCMP offers several online courses, including many that offer RID and ACVREP credit.  Courses for students are also available.


          See All eLearning Resources
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              QuickClasses

              Asynchronous, online classes for professionals working with students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, low vision, or deaf-blind.

              See QuickClasses
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              Workshops

              For interpreters, audio describers, parents, and educators working with students who are hard of hearing, low vision, and deaf-blind.

              See Workshops
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              Modules

              Modules are self-paced, online trainings designed for professionals, open to eLearners and full members.

              See Modules
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              Students

              These self-paced, online learning modules cover the topics of transition, note-taking, and learning about audio description.


              
                See Student Courses
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          Make your educational content accessible and broadly available.

          DCMP can add captions, audio description, and sign language interpretation to your educational videos and E/I programming.


          Learn More
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              Accessibility

              Captions are essential for viewers who are deaf and hard of hearing, and audio description makes visual content accessible for the blind and visually impaired.
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              Distribution

              DCMP can ensure that your content is always accessible and always available to children
              with disabilities through our secure streaming platforms.
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          Meet our partners

          DCMP partners with top creators and distributors of educational content. Take a look
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        About the Described and Captioned Media Program

        The DCMP provides services designed to support and improve the academic
        achievement of students with disabilities.  We partner with top educational
        and television content creators and distributors to make media accessible and available
        to these students.


        Contact Us
      


      

        

          
            Services

            	Captioning, audio description, and ASL services
	Professional training for school personnel
	Distribution of fully accessible streaming media


          


          
            Projects

            	Media Center
	Television Access
	We Describe the World
	YouTube Audio Description


          


          
            Privacy and TOS

            	Privacy Statement
	Terms of Service
	Accessibility Policy


            Mission and Funding

            	Read More
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			Educational Media Producer and Accessibility Survey Results




			In June 2008 a survey was  conducted of the top 35 educational media producers/distributors in the United  States. Each company was asked about its products and whether they were accessible,  either via captioning or description (or if both were available), whether they  were familiar with either accessibility option, and how many of their customers  requested either or both on the media items they intended to purchase. 

  They were specifically asked  how many titles they had available for purchase and whether each was captioned  or described. The results are as follows:

  
[image: Chart: By the Numbers. 35 companies surveyed. 30,122 total media items. 7,761 media items captioned. 26% of media captioned. 1,091 media items described. 3.6% of media described.]
  
  Captioning

  While everyone seems to think  that because captioning is fairly ubiquitous on television, the same would hold  true for educational media, but the numbers say otherwise. One of the most  interesting finds was that slightly more than 25% of educational media is  captioned by media producers/distributors. 

  Requests for Captioning

  Companies  were also asked how many people either request captioned media for purchase or  how many indicate an interest in a producer's captioned productions. The answers ranged from 0–100% of clients requesting such information, with the  average around an even 50%.

  Description

  It may not be surprising that  less than 5% of educational media is described by media producers/distributors,  since description is a relatively new accessibility option that is just now  gaining the attention it deserves. However, out of the 35 companies surveyed,  26 knew what description was, but only 8 offered described media. 

  Requests for Description 

  Companies  explained that very few, if any, customers requested described media or  information about description. Because there is no federal mandate to use description in the classroom, and since very few people, including teachers, are requesting it,  very few companies offer this accessibility option on their media.

  Conclusion

  There is still a need for  accessible media that is not being met. In the past ten years, DCMP research  confirms that only 8–10% more media is captioned today than a decade ago, with  3% more being described.

  In the absence of new legislation,  the burden of advocacy falls on you, the consumer, to demand accessibility  regarding all the media productions you purchase. The next time you want to see  a film, order a movie, or pop in a DVD, try to get in touch with the producer  and request captions and description if they aren't available on the media.  Talk to teachers, parents, producers, and others about the necessity of equal  access and how description and captioning can help us achieve the ideal goal of  100% accessibility. The numbers don't add up yet, but they can with your  effort. 
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				The Described and Captioned Media Program is the nation’s leading source of accessible educational videos. Families and school personnel with at least one early learner—Grade 12 student with a disability can register for free access to thousands of videos. DCMP also provides media accessibility information, guidelines for captioning and describing media, and eLearning resources for professional development.
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      	The Described and Captioned Media Program provides premium media designed for students with disabilities and leads as a resource for families and teachers, supported by the Department of Education.
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