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          Free Membership - Access to more than just media

          Families and school personnel (including those in training) who have at least one student with a disability can sign up for free membership. 
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              Accessible Media

              Standards-aligned videos with high-quality captions and audio description.
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              Teaching Tools

              Create lessons and assign videos to managed Student Accounts.
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              Training Videos

              Educator and sign language training videos for school personnel and families.
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            Learning Center

            Find resources for providing equal access in the classroom, making
            media accessible, and maximizing your use of DCMP's free services.


            Visit Learning Center
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              Accessibility Information

              DCMP's Learning Center provides hundreds of articles on topics such as remote learning, transition, blindness, ASL, topic playlists, and topics for parents.

              See All
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              Accessibility Guidelines

              DCMP offers the only guidelines developed for captioning and describing educational media, used worldwide.


              Captioning Key
              

              Description Key
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              Help Center

              Learn how to apply for membership, find and view accessible media, and use DCMP’s teaching tools.


              Help Center
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          Continuing Education and Professional Development

          DCMP offers several online courses, including many that offer RID and ACVREP credit.  Courses for students are also available.


          See All eLearning Resources
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              QuickClasses

              Asynchronous, online classes for professionals working with students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, low vision, or deaf-blind.

              See QuickClasses
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              Workshops

              For interpreters, audio describers, parents, and educators working with students who are hard of hearing, low vision, and deaf-blind.

              See Workshops
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              Modules

              Modules are self-paced, online trainings designed for professionals, open to eLearners and full members.

              See Modules
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              Students

              These self-paced, online learning modules cover the topics of transition, note-taking, and learning about audio description.


              
                See Student Courses
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          Make your educational content accessible and broadly available.

          DCMP can add captions, audio description, and sign language interpretation to your educational videos and E/I programming.


          Learn More
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              Accessibility

              Captions are essential for viewers who are deaf and hard of hearing, and audio description makes visual content accessible for the blind and visually impaired.
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              Distribution

              DCMP can ensure that your content is always accessible and always available to children
              with disabilities through our secure streaming platforms.
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          Meet our partners

          DCMP partners with top creators and distributors of educational content. Take a look
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        About the Described and Captioned Media Program

        The DCMP provides services designed to support and improve the academic
        achievement of students with disabilities.  We partner with top educational
        and television content creators and distributors to make media accessible and available
        to these students.


        Contact Us
      


      

        

          
            Services

            	Captioning, audio description, and ASL services
	Professional training for school personnel
	Distribution of fully accessible streaming media


          


          
            Projects

            	Media Center
	Television Access
	We Describe the World
	YouTube Audio Description


          


          
            Privacy and TOS

            	Privacy Statement
	Terms of Service
	Accessibility Policy


            Mission and Funding

            	Read More
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				By C. Paige Brooks


			A worldwide epidemic affecting the young is among us, and it is called child
abuse and neglect. In the United States alone, it is estimated that at least
1760 children die each year (Child Welfare Information Gateway) from abuse
and neglect, translating to a rate of 2.35 children per 100,000 in the general
population. Not only is this large number increasing, but it is also believed to
represent only a small percentage of reported fatal abuse cases. Definitions of
abuse and neglect differ from state to state. Because a coroner may label a
child's death as an "accident" or sudden infant death syndrome (also known
as SIDS), an investigation by law officials is rarely pursued.
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There are many explanations as to why most child abuse cases are not
reported. One is that those who could help stop the abuse, because they
don't want to get involved or because they simply don't care, often ignore it.
Also, children might not report abuse due to threats from the abuser or the fear that no one will believe
them. When the perpetrator is someone they love or trust, they might not want to see this person sent
to jail.


Specifically regarding children with disabilities, there have been very few studies conducted on the
extent and frequency of abuse. Overall, it appears that children with disabilities are more likely to be
abused than their nondisabled peers according to this document [DOC] found on The Arc's website:


A number of weak and small-scale studies found that children with all types of disabilities are
abused more often than children without disabilities. Studies show that rates of abuse among
children with disabilities are variable, ranging from a low of 22 percent to a high of 70 percent
(National Research Council, 2001). Although the studies found a wide range of abuse prevalence,
when taken as a whole, they provide consistent evidence that there is a link between children
with disabilities and abuse (Sobsey, 1994).


Adults need to be aware of the signs of an abused child. The Described and Captioned Media Program
(DCMP) offers media that examines this topic:



		Eternal Scars: Physical and Emotional Child Abuse
	Understanding Childhood Trauma: A Parents Guide to Identifying and Responding to Childhood Trauma
	Understanding Childhood Trauma: Domestic Violence and Childhood Trauma
	Understanding Childhood Trauma: Identifying and Responding to Trauma—Ages 0 to 5 Years Old
	Understanding Childhood Trauma: Identifying and Responding to Trauma—Ages 6 to Adolescence
	The Eleventh Commandment (a captioned music video that includes contact information for ChildHelp)






  The Eleventh Commandment 




Not all child abuse ends in death. Some children endure abuse for
many years. One form of abuse that has gained nationwide attention
in recent years is child sexual abuse. This can occur inside or outside
of the home, in school, in places of worship, and can be committed
not only by a parent, stepparent, or guardian, but by people who
seem "normal" and who have gained the trust of the child or the
child's family.


The DCMP has a title regarding this particular topic of abuse. It includes interviews with adults who were
sexually abused as children: Close to Home.


Parents and guardians need to ensure background checks are completed for individuals spending any
length of time with their children while they are not present. This includes any kind of daycare, schools
(including residential), and places where the child may take part in activities, such as sports or art.
Parents can also check a national database of registered sex offenders (though not always complete and
accurate) for a listing of sexual predators and where they live. Each state has its own registry. This is
useful in that it gives parents a tool to protect their children by finding out if a pedophile lives nearby.
This information is always available to the public.


For the deaf community, there is a service called DOVE: Advocacy Services for Abused Deaf Women and
Children that aids in communication for abused deaf children and adults who have survived abuse. It is
the Interpreter Paradigm Training Series (IPTS), the first of its kind in the nation. For more information,
please email info@deafdove.org. DOVE can also be contacted by calling (VP) 1-866-283-5632 or (VOICE)
1-303-831-7932 for more information about their services. Their website is http://www.deafdove.org.


Another support group for the deaf or hard of hearing who were abused as
children or are suffering abuse now is Advocacy Services for Abused Deaf
Victims (ASADV). Their website is http://www.asadv.org. Their mission is to provide support for adults who are deaf and hard of hearing and their
children who are or have been victims of domestic violence and or sexual
assault—a safe environment of empowerment, advocacy, and
educational/training services will be offered to them.


For missing, abused, or sexually exploited children, contact the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children. Be sure to access their "Frequently Asked Questions and Statistics" for more information and their campaign area for downloadable posters like the one pictured on the next page.




And for adults working with deaf children who are being abused, check out this  annotated bibliography of multimedia resources.


As a note to parents and guardians, don't let just anybody near your
children. They are the most vulnerable and precious people on earth. Get
help for you or your child if there is a problem. No one wants to live in
fear, but it is always better to err on the side of caution, especially if the
one who pays is an innocent boy or girl.


And to children, please don't be afraid to report what's happening to you.
Someone will listen and action will be taken to prevent any further harm.


For the rest of us, get involved. Our involvement may not only save a life,
but also save a person.


About the Author


Paige Brooks is a former proofreader and editor for the DCMP. She hopes to one day
be a published writer and illustrator of children's books.
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				The Described and Captioned Media Program is the nation’s leading source of accessible educational videos. Families and school personnel with at least one early learner—Grade 12 student with a disability can register for free access to thousands of videos. DCMP also provides media accessibility information, guidelines for captioning and describing media, and eLearning resources for professional development.
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      	The Described and Captioned Media Program provides premium media designed for students with disabilities and leads as a resource for families and teachers, supported by the Department of Education.
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